


Tetuwan Oyate 
Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council 

PO Box 140,  Manderson, SD 57756   -  USA 
Phone:  (605) 399 -1868 

  
June 8, 2007 
  

  
  

Nathalie Prouvez 
Secretary of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination  
Treaties and Commission Branch 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
UNOG-OHCHR, CH-1211  

Geneva 10  Switzerland 
  
Re:  Complaint to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 
  

Dear Madame Prouvez: 
  

This complaint is submitted to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination to report violations of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination by the United States of America in: 

  
Article 5 (b). The right to security of person and protection by the State against 

violence or bodily harm, whether inflicted by government officials or by any 
individual group or institution;  
 and (e). Economic, social and cultural rights, in particular:  

  (vi).  The right to equal participation in cultural activities;   
  

Article 6. States Parties shall assure to everyone within their jurisdiction effective 

protection and remedies, through the competent national tribunals and other State 
institutions, against any act of racial discrimination which violate his human rights 

and fundamental freedoms contrary to this Convention, as well as the right to seek 
from such tribunals just and adequate reparation or satisfaction for any damage 

suffered as a result of such discrimination.  
  
Article 7.  States Parties undertake to adopt immediate and effective measures, 

particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, with a view 
to combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to promoting 

understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or ethnical 
groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human rights, the United Nations 

Declaration on the Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination, and this 
Convention. 

  
We respectfully request the Committee to act under its early warning and urgent 



action procedure. 
  

 
Introduction 

  
 The Tetuwan Oyate# is one of the seven (7) sub nations of the Oceti Sakowin# 
who resided in the middle of the North American continent prior to the development 

of the United States and Canada. We have been called American Indians although 
our original name is the Tetuwan of the Oceti Sakowin, or the Great Sioux Nation. 

The original territory of the Great Sioux Nation covered fourteen (14) American 
states and parts of three (3) Canadian provinces. (Addendum No. 1: Aboriginal 
Territory map)  Unlike the European concept of territory, other smaller Indigenous 

nations also resided in the same area and traded with, or were allies of the Oceti 
Sakowin.   

  
With the colonizing movement in the United States and Canada, which primarily 
occurred in the mid to the late 1800s, the majority of the population of the other 

six sub nations were almost made extinct due to displacement, war and disease. 
The remaining part of the original Great Sioux Nation that was left alive was the 

Tetuwan Oyate who were the last ones to make treaties with the United States 
after the political division between Canada and the United States.  The Great Sioux 

Nation began making treaties with France in the early 1600s and the last treaty was 
made with the United States at Fort Laramie in what is now the American state of 
Wyoming in 1868.  The Treaty specifically delineated a geographic area upon which 

the Tetuwan Oyate was to live exclusively without interference from any colonizers. 
(Addendum No. 2:  Fort Laramie 1868 Treaty and Treaty Territory map) 

  
The Treaty process of the United States with American Indian nations is established 
in the Constitution of the United States under Article VI (2) which states: "This 

Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance 
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the 

United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every state 

shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the 
Contrary notwithstanding."  On March 3, 1871, the Congress of the United States 

further passed a law which stated:  ".That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to invalidate or impair the obligation of any treaty heretofore lawfully 

made and ratified with any such Indian nation or tribe."  (Addendum No. 3: 
Affirmation of Indian Treaties, Abolition of Treaty Making, March 3, 1871) 
  

Violations leading to the Current Situation 
  

In 1874, gold was discovered in the Black Hills which are sacred to the Tetuwan 
Oyate. These oldest mountains in the world are located in the middle of the 1868 
Fort Laramie Treaty territory.  This is the same geographic area which was by the 

provisions of the Treaty to be for the exclusive use and occupation of the Tetuwan 
Oyate.  The United States President at that time, Ulysses S. Grant secretly told the 

US Army not to stop any trespassers from entering the Treaty territory in violation 
of the Treaty. (Addendum No. 4:  Letter from Lieut. General Philip H. Sheridan to 



Brig. General A.H. Terry, dated Nov. 9, 1875)   
  

 
With the US Army ordered to look the other way, hundreds of gold miners and 

supporting entrepreneurs entered the Treaty territory.  The herds of millions of 
buffalo which were the economic base, which fed and provided the livelihood of the 
Tetuwan Oyate, were slaughtered, and the remaining Tetuwan people were forced 

by starvation into Prisoner of War camps which are now known as Indian 
Reservations. (Addendum No. 5: P.O.W. Camps Established by Bureau of Indian 

Affairs, 1871, p. 6)  The entire area was and continues to be used for mining, 
agriculture, logging, tourism, and housing for Euro-American citizens with no efforts 
at remediation to the Tetuwan Oyate, the majority of whom still reside on the 

Indian Reservations. 
  

The United States Supreme Court in 1980 recognized the illegal taking of the Black 
Hills from the Tetuwan Oyate (Great Sioux Nation) under Article V of the 
Amendments of the Constitution of the United States which states: "No person 

shall.be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation."  (Addendum 

No. 6: The Harvard Classics, American Historical Documents, Page 194) The 
Supreme Court further stated: "A more ripe and rank case of dishonorable dealings 

will never, in all probability, be found in our history ." (Addendum No. 7:  100 S. 
Ct. 2716 Page 10) 
  

This U. S. Supreme Court decision allowed the United States the opportunity NOT to 
address the issue of the Treaty by avoiding Article VI of the Constitution of the 

United States as noted previously.  This action again represents a "dishonorable 
dealing."   
  

The remediation given by the U. S. Supreme Court was the payment of money for 
the illegal taking, or stealing of the Black Hills which violated both Article 12 of the 

Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868, and the cultural, spiritual integrity of the Tetuwan 

Oyate.  Article 12 specifically states that no changes can be made of the Treaty 
without three-fourths approval of "all the adult male Indians." Furthermore, to offer 

money for the Black Hills was an outrage and promoted a desecration as the Black 
Hills are a sacred place to the Tetuwan Oyate. The people of the Tetuwan Oyate, in 

the form of separated tribes established by the United States, refused the 
money.  The funds have been held in a bank since 1980.  Furthermore, this action 
of payment did not resolve the issue of the illegal trespass and occupation by the 

United States of the territory of the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty, the use and removal 
of billions of dollars worth of natural resources, and the destruction of the economy 

and life ways of the Tetuwan Oyate. 
  
Violations of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination, Article 5 (b), (e), (vi); and Article 6         
  

This complaint is being brought to the Committee for their urgent action as the 
genocide of the Tetuwan Oyate is imminent through the effects of nuclear radiation 



and the resulting illnesses.  A recent newspaper article reports on the high cancer 
rates, but does not connect the illnesses to the nuclear radiation that is present. 

(Addendum # 8: Nonprofit groups are banding together to educate Native 
Americans about cancer, a disease that afflicts South Dakota's Indian reservation 

residents at a higher rate than others.)  This is not the fault of the newspaper 
reporter, as most of the information about nuclear radiation in the midsection of the 
United States is not known by the American public, or the Native American peoples. 

  
The United States has allowed the Fort Laramie Treaty Territory to be polluted with 

nuclear radiation through:  
past above ground detonations of atomic bombs,  
underground nuclear power sources in military installations,  

abandoned uranium mines and prospects,  
abandoned uranium exploratory wells,  

and is presently allowing new uranium processes to begin operation in the region.  
  
The following presents a brief narrative on each of these activities. 

  
Above ground detonations of Atomic Bombs 

  
 In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the United States detonated more than 100 

atomic bombs above the ground in the American state of Nevada.  The radioactive 
fallout from those detonations was carried by the prevailing winds across the United 
States. (Addendum No. 9:  Map of Fallout from Above Ground 

Detonations)  However, the majority of the people of the United States were, and 
continue to be unaware of the danger of the radioactive fallout.  Those who were 

children from 1951 to 1963 have a very high incidence of thyroid cancer or thyroid 
disease according to the National Institute of Cancer. (Addendum No. 10: Brochure: 
"Get the Facts about exposure to I-131 Radiation," U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services)  However, no large public campaign has been made by the 
American government, and so most people are unaware of this connection between 

cancer and past radioactive pollution. 

  
Furthermore, with specific regard to the Tetuwan Oyate, Oceti Sakowin, the US 

Indian Health Service has a policy of assisting only those in immediate need of 
health care calling it "life or limb."  As thyroid cancer is a slow growing cancer, 

Tetuwan patients with thyroid cancer cannot have the surgery they need to remove 
the thyroid and begin life-long medication.  The cancer then is able to spread to 
other areas of the body as the thyroid sends hormones to all parts of the body.   

  
Underground Nuclear Power Sources in Past Military Installations 

  
During the 1950s and 60s, thousands of underground missile installations and radar 
stations were built within the Fort Laramie Treaty Territory without the consent of 

the Tetuwan Oyate.  When a local Air Force base was threatened with closure, an 
article appeared in a local daily newspaper about the need to keep the Air Force 

Base in operation in order to monitor an underground nuclear reactor which 
powered one of the radar stations. (Addendum No. 11: Rapid City Journal, P. C6, 



June 11, 2005, "Base closing clouds radiation-site monitoring")  This leads to the 
questions of how many of the other military installations within the 1868 Fort 

Laramie Treaty territory were powered by nuclear energy, and what was done with 
the radioactive waste. We do not have the answers to these questions at this 

time.  However, our concerns are for the aquifers which will be destroyed by any 
underground radioactive pollution.  The region receives sparse precipitation and 
many communities and individuals rely on water wells drilled into the aquifers. 

  
Abandoned Uranium Mines and Prospects 

  
Beginning in the 1960s, mining for uranium began in the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty 
Territory in the American states of Montana, Wyoming, North and South 

Dakota.  This mining was without the consent of the Tetuwan people.  The mining 
for uranium continued into the 1970s until the price for uranium fell.  More than 

1,000 open-pit uranium mines and prospects were abandoned in the Treaty 
territory without reclamation, and their radioactive dust and water runoff has been 
allowed to affect the environment within this region for all these years, again 

without the knowledge or consent of the Tetuwan Oyate. (Addendum No. 12: 
United States Forest Service Map of Abandoned Uranium Mines and Prospects) 

Many of the rivers running through the reservations have been, and in some cases 
still are the drinking water sources of the Tetuwan people living in the villages.  The 

rivers also provide drinking water for domestic animals and wildlife which are a 
human food source. 
  

In a speech given in Salzburg, Austria, in 1992, Dr. Gordon Edwards, talks about 
the dangers in the mining operation.  "When we extract uranium from the ground, 

we dig up the rock, we crush it and we leave behind this finely pulverized material 
-- it's like flour.  In Canada we have 200 million tons of this radioactive waste, 
called uranium tailings.  As Marie Curie observed, 85 percent of the radioactivity in 

the ore remains behind in that crushed rock.  How long will it be there? .. Well, it 
turns out that the effective half-life of this radioactivity is 80,000 years.  That 

means in 80,000 years there will be half as much radioactivity in these tailings as 

there is today.  
  

".And as these tailings are left on the surface of the earth, they are blown by the 
wind, they are washed by the rain into the water systems, and they inevitably 

spread.  Once the mining companies close down, who is going to look after this 
material forever?  How does anyone, in fact, guard 200 million tons of radioactive 
sand safely forever, and keep it out of the environment? 

  
"In addition, as the tailing are sitting there on the surface, they are continually 

generating radon gas.  Radon is about eight times heavier than air, so it stays close 
to the ground. It'll travel 1,000 miles in just a few days in a light breeze.  And as it 
drifts along, it deposits on the vegetation below the radon daughters, which are the 

radioactive byproducts that I told you about, including polonium. So that you 
actually get radon daughters in animals, fish and plants thousands of miles away 

from where the uranium mining is done.  It's a mechanism for pumping 
radioactivity into the environment for millennia to come, and this is one of the 



hidden dangers."  (Addendum No. 13:  Known Facts and Hidden Dangers of 
Uranium Mining, WUH, 9/14/92, Salzburg, Austria) 

  
Abandoned Uranium Exploratory Wells 

  
Again without the consent and knowledge of the Tetuwan people, in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, more than 7,000 exploratory wells for uranium were drilled to 

great depths in the Black Hills. (Addendum No. 14, Powertech Uranium 
Corp..Dewey Terrace, and Dewey Burdock) The Black Hills are a sacred place with 

many prayer sites, indigenous medicinal plants, other flora and fauna not found 
elsewhere on the planet, and also contain the remains of our Tetuwan ancestors 
with thousands of burial sites throughout these sacred mountains.  It is unknown at 

this time how many burial sites, sacred sites and aquifers have been damaged or 
destroyed already by the 7,000 exploratory wells that were drilled previously and 

were left abandoned, unmarked, and uncapped.  The circumferences of some of 
these wells are large enough for a man to fall through and some reach depths of 
800 feet. 

  
New Uranium Processes 

  
Once again, the states of South Dakota and Wyoming are allowing uranium mining 

companies to enter the region and begin In Situ Leach mining, or In Situ Retrieval 
of uranium from the aquifers in the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty territory.  Again 
these actions are being undertaken without the consent, or approval of the Tetuwan 

Oyate. 
  

On Jan 17 and 18, 2007, representatives from the Teton Sioux Nation Treaty 
Council testified at a hearing against an application for an exploration permit by a 
Canadian uranium mining company, Powertech (USA), to begin drilling 155 new 

exploratory wells in the southwestern Black Hills. The illegal land title, the 
radioactive contamination of the aquifers, and the destruction of numerous sacred 

and burial sites of the Tetuwan people in the Black Hills were submitted to the 

South Dakota Board of Minerals and Environment in an effort to stop the process of 
approval to no avail.  The state of South Dakota through their Board of Minerals 

and Environment did not even look at or consider the objections regarding legal 
land title when the US Supreme Court document was presented.  In fact, they 

signed the permit without once looking at the evidence, and prior to the completion 
of their own process which provided for written objections to be 
presented.  Nevertheless, objections were submitted in writing knowing they would 

be discounted and ignored. The Board actually signed the permit prior to the 
submittal or verbal or written objections.   

  
Although the permit approval process is being appealed, the mining company has 
started drilling and the state will not stop them. When a temporary restraining 

order was sought, the judge refused to grant it. (Addendum No. 15: Black Hill 
uranium exploration to continue) Furthermore, the violations of illegal land 

ownership will not be addressed in an American state court that is illegally 
trespassing in the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty Territory in the first place knowing its 



actions will be supported by the United States government.  
  

Violations of Article 7 
  

The Euro-American citizens residing in the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty territory have 
been led by the American federal government to believe that they have legal 
residency contrary to the Treaty that was made between the United States and the 

Tetuwan Oyate, Oceti Sakowin (Great Sioux Nation.)  This is a violation of Article 7 
of the Convention: "States Parties undertake to adopt immediate and effective 

measures, particularly in the fields of teaching, education, culture and information, 
with a view to combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination and to 
promoting understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or 

ethnical groups, as well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human rights, the 

United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination, 
and this Convention." 
  

By not educating the American public and the rest of the world to the truth of the 
1868 Fort Laramie Treaty and the illegal occupation to this day of the Treaty 

Territory, the United States has deliberately caused racial discrimination against the 
Tetuwan people by the Euro-American populations. Is that discrimination fueled by 

a fear of displacement, or just the differences in skin color and race, or 
both?  Racial discrimination in the region can be found in individual actions and 
systems processes. 

  
Although the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has repeatedly investigated the 

complaints of racism and discrimination in the state of South Dakota in relation to 
Civil Rights according to the American system, their recommendations have not 
been followed. They also are unaware of the uranium situation or the illegalities 

involving the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty territories. (Addendum No. 16:  "South 
Dakota civil rights disturbing," article in Indian Country Today, April 5, 2000; and 

"Racism:  South Dakota style," article in Indian Country Today, Sept. 19, 2003)   

  
 

Actions leading to Genocide 
  

In 1992, in a collection of essays entitled, The State of Native America, Genocide, 
Colonization, and Resistance, South End Press, Boston, Massachusetts,  Professor 
Ward Churchill, and former Vice Presidential candidate, Winona LaDuke, in Chapter 

VIII entitled "Native North America, The Political Economy of Radioactive 
Colonialism," wrote about the mining of uranium and the subsequent pollution from 

nuclear radiation on the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty territory as genocide of the 
(Lakota) Tetuwan people.  They further stated that former US President Richard 
Nixon declared this geographic area which comprises the 1868 Treaty territory to 

be a national sacrifice area to uranium and nuclear radiation. (Addendum No. 17: 
The State of Native America, Genocide, Colonization, and Resistance, South End 

Press, Boston, Massachusetts; pages 241, and 250-255 ) 
  



The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty Territory is the last remaining land area of the 
Tetuwan Oyate.  For this land area to be completely polluted with nuclear radiation 

would mean the genocide of the Tetuwan nation. This is the origin place of the 
Tetuwan nation who have lived in this region for thousands and thousands of 

years.  This is the homeland and last sacred burial grounds and prayer sites of the 
Tetuwan nation. The Tetuwan people have no where else to go.   
  

It is for these reasons that the Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council is approaching 
the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to intercede for the 

survival of a distinct nation and race of people.  These actions by the United States 
through their Supreme Court, their state governments, and private industries are in 
direct violation of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination, Article 5(b), and (e), and Articles 6 and 7. This case has not 
been presented to any other International body or organization. 

  
Authority to submit this Complaint: 
  

The Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council has been representing the Tetuwan Oyate 
since 1894 when it was created by Chief He Dog.  It has been in existence since 

that time, oftentimes conducting business underground.  The United States 
government tried to overturn this Indigenous form of government by establishing 

Indian Reorganization Act governments in 1934 according to American federal law 
within the POW camps, or American Indian Reservations as they are called.   
  

The past spokesperson for the Tetuwan Oceti Sakowin, Teton Sioux Nation Treaty 
Council, Antoine Black Feather, began attending meetings at the United Nations in 

1984.  In 1994, at a meeting of the Treaty Council at Ring Thunder on the Rosebud 
Reservation, Ms. Charmaine White Face was selected to replace Mr. Black Feather 
when he was no longer able to complete the duties. Ms. White Face, age 60, is 

Oglala Tetuwan Oceti Sakowin, which means she is of the Oglala Band of the 
Dwellers on the Plains (those who speak the  Lakota language) of the Great Sioux 

Nation. Following the cultural practices of the Tetuwan Oceti Sakowin, these 

decisions are transmitted orally to the next generations. 
  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to present our case to the Committee 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
  
  

  
 

Charmaine White Face, Spokesperson   
Oglala Tetuwan Oceti Sakowin 
Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council 

PO Box 140 
Manderson, SD 57756  USA 

Phone/Fax number: (605) 399-1868 
Email address:  bhdefenders@msn.com  



  
cc:  Teton Sioux Nation Treaty Council  
 







Addendum No. 2 (Also attached are Addendi Nos. 3 & 4) 
  
FORT LARAMIE TREATY  
APRIL 29, 1868 
  
TREATY WITH THE SIOUX-- BRULÉ, OGLALA, MINICONJOU, YANKTONAI, 
HUNKPAPA, BLACKFEET, CUTHEAD, TWO KETTLE, SANS ARCS, AND 
SANTEE--AND ARAPAHO  
  
15 Stat., 635.  
Ratified, Feb. 16, 1869. 
Proclaimed, Feb. 24, 1869 
  
Articles of a treaty made and concluded by and between Lieutenant-General William 

T. Sherman, General William S. Harney, General Alfred H. Terry, General C. C,. 
Augur, J. B. Henderson, Nathaniel G. Taylor, John B. Sanborn, and Samuel F. 
Tappan, duly appointed commissioners on the part of the United States, and the 

different bands of the Sioux Nation of Indians, by their chiefs and head-men, whose 
names are hereto subscribed, they being duly authorized to act in the premises.  
  
ARTICLE 1. From this day forward all war between the parties to this agreement 
shall forever cease. The Government of the United States desires peace, and its 
honor is hereby pledged to keep it. The Indians desire peace, and they now pledge 
their honor to maintain it. 
  
If bad men among the whites, or among other people subject to the authority of 
the United States, shall commit any wrong upon the person or property of the 
Indians, the United States will, upon proof made to the agent and forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington City, proceed at once to cause the 
offender to be arrested and punished according to the laws of the United States, 
and also re-imburse the injured person for the loss sustained.  
  
If bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or depredation upon the 
person or property of any one, white, black, or Indian, subject to the authority of 
the United States, and at peace therewith, the Indians herein named solemnly 
agree that they will, upon proof made to their agent and notice by him, deliver up 
the wrong-doer to the United States, to be tried and punished according to its laws; 
and in case they wilfully refuse so to do, the person injured shall be re-imbursed for 
his loss from the annuities or other moneys due or to become due to them under 
this or other treaties made with the United States. And the President, on advising 
with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, shall prescribe such rules and regulations 
for ascertaining damages under the provisions of this article as in his judgment may 
be proper. But no one sustaining loss while violating the provisions of this treaty or 
the laws of the United States shall be re-imbursed therefor.  
  
ARTICLE 2. The United States agrees that the following district of country, to wit, 
viz: commencing on the east bank of the Missouri River where the forty-sixth 
parallel of north latitude crosses the same, thence along low-water mark down said 



east bank to a point opposite where the northern line of the State of Nebraska 
strikes the river, thence west across said river, and along the northern line of 
Nebraska to the one hundred and fourth degree of longitude west from Greenwich, 
thence north on said meridian to a point where the forty-sixth parallel of north 
latitude intercepts the same, thence due east along said parallel to the place of 
beginning; and in addition thereto, all existing reservations on the east bank of said 
river shall be, and the same is, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and 
occupation of the Indians herein named, and for such other friendly tribes or 
individual Indians as from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the 
United States, to admit amongst them; and the United States now solemnly agrees 
that no persons except those herein designated and authorized so to do, and except 
such officers, agents, and employes of the Government as may be authorized to 
enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law, shall ever be 
permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory described in this 
article, or in such territory as may be added to this reservation for the use of said 
Indians, and henceforth they will and do hereby relinquish all claims or right in and 
to any portion of the United States or Territories, except such as is embraced within 
the limits aforesaid, and except as hereinafter provided.  
  
ARTICLE 3. If it should appear from actual survey or other satisfactory examination 
of said tract of land that it contains less than one hundred and sixty acres of tillable 
land for each person who, at the time, may be authorized to reside on it under the 
provisions of this treaty, and a very considerable number of such persons shall be 
disposed to commence cultivating the soil as farmers, the United States agrees to 
set apart, for the use of said Indians, as herein provided, such additional quantity 
of arable land, adjoining to said reservation, or as near to the same as it can be 
obtained, as may be required to provide the necessary amount.  
  
ARTICLE 4. The United States agrees, at its own proper expense, to construct at 
some place on the Missouri River, near the center of said reservation, where timber 
and water may be convenient, the following buildings, to wit: a warehouse, a 
store-room for the use of the agent in storing goods belonging to the Indians, to 
cost not less than twenty-five hundred dollars; an agency-building for the residence 
of the agent, to cost not exceeding three thousand dollars; a residence for the 
physician, to cost not more than three thousand dollars; and five other buildings, 
for a carpenter, farmer, blacksmith, miller, and engineer, each to cost not 
exceeding two thousand dollars; also a schoolhouse or mission-building, so soon as 
a sufficient number of children can be induced by the agent to attend school, which 
shall not cost exceeding five thousand dollars.  
  
The United States agrees further to cause to be erected on said reservation, near 
the other buildings herein authorized, a good steam circular-saw mill, with a 
grist-mill and shingle-machine attached to the same, to cost not exceeding eight 
thousand dollars. 
  
ARTICLE 5. The United States agrees that the agent for said Indians shall in the 
future make his home at the agency-building; that he shall reside among them, and 
keep an office open at all times for the purpose of prompt and diligent inquiry into 



such matters of complaint by and against the Indians as may be presented for 
investigation under the provisions of their treaty stipulations, as also for the faithful 
discharge of other duties enjoined on him by law. In all cases of depredation on 
person or property he shall cause the evidence to be taken in writing and 
forwarded, together with his findings, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose 
decision, subject to the revision of the Secretary of the Interior, shall be binding on 
the parties to this treaty.  
  
ARTICLE 6. if any individual belonging to said tribes of Indians, or legally 
incorporated with them, being the head of a family, shall desire to commence 
farming, he shall have the privilege to select, in the presence and with the 
assistance of the agent then in charge, a tract of land within said reservation, not 
exceeding three hundred and twenty acres in extent, which tract, when so selected, 
certified, and recorded in the "land-book," as herein directed, shall cease to be held 
in common, but the same may be occupied and held in the exclusive possession of 
the person selecting it, and of his family, so long as he or they may continue to 
cultivate it.  
  
Any person over eighteen years of age, not being the head of a family, may in like 
manner select and cause to be certified to him or her, for purposes of cultivation, a 
quantity of land not exceeding eighty acres in extent, and thereupon be entitled to 
the exclusive possession of the same as above directed.  
For each tract of land so selected a certificate, containing a description thereof and 
the name of the person selecting it, with a certificate endorsed thereon that the 
same has been recorded, shall be delivered to the party entitled to it, by the agent, 
after the same shall have been recorded by him in a book to be kept in his office, 
subject to inspection, which said book shall be known as the "Sioux Land-Book."  
  
The President may, at any time, order a survey of the reservation, and, when so 
surveyed, Congress shall provide for protecting the rights of said settlers in their 
improvements, and may fix the character of the title held by each. The United 
States may pass such laws on the subject of alienation and descent of property 
between the Indians and their descendants as may be thought proper. And it is 
further stipulated that any male Indians, over eighteen years of age, of any band or 
tribe that is or shall hereafter become a party to this treaty, who now is or who 
shall hereafter become a resident or occupant of any reservation or Territory not 
included in the tract of country designated and described in this treaty for the 
permanent home of the Indians, which is not mineral land, nor reserved by the 
United States for special purposes other than Indian occupation, and who shall have 
made improvements thereon of the value of two hundred dollars or more, and 
continuously occupied the same as a homestead for the term of three years, shall 
be entitled to receive from the United States a patent for one hundred and sixty 
acres of land including his said improve-meats, the same to be in the form of the 
legal subdivisions of the surveys of the public lands. Upon application in writing, 
sustained by the proof of two disinterested witnesses, made to the register of the 
local land-office when the land sought to be entered is within a land district, and 
when the tract sought to be entered is not in any land district, then upon said 
application and proof being made to the Commissioner of the General Land-Office, 



and the right of such Indian or Indians to enter such tract or tracts of land shall 
accrue and be perfect from the date of his first improvements thereon, and shall 
continue as long as he continues his residence and improvements, and no longer'. 
And any Indian or Indians receiving a patent for land under the foregoing 
provisions, shall thereby and from thenceforth become and be a citizen of the 
United States, and be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of such citizens, 
and shall, at the same time, retain all his rights to benefits accruing to Indians 
under this treaty.  
  
ARTICLE 7. In order to insure the civilization of the Indians entering into this treaty, 
the necessity of education is admitted, especially of such of them as are or may be 
settled on said agricultural reservations, and they therefore pledge themselves to 
compel their children, male and female, between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
to attend school; and it is hereby made the duty of the agent for said Indians to see 
that this stipulation is strictly complied with; and the United States agrees that for 
every thirty children between said ages who can be induced or compelled to attend 
school, a house shall be provided and a teacher competent to teach the elementary 
branches of an English education shall be furnished, who will reside among said 
Indians, and faithfully discharge his or her duties as a teacher. The provisions of 
this article to continue for not less than twenty years.  
  
ARTICLE 8. When the head of a family or lodge shall have selected lands and 
received his certificate as above directed, and the agent shall be satisfied that he 
intends in good faith to commence cultivating the soil for a living, he shall be 
entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for the first year, not 
exceeding in value one hundred dollars, and for each succeeding year he shall 
continue to farm, for a period of three years more, he shall be entitled to receive 
seeds and implements as aforesaid, not exceeding in value twenty-five dollars.  
  
And it is further stipulated that such persons as commence farming shall receive 
instruction from the farmer herein provided for, and whenever more than one 
hundred persons shall enter upon the cultivation of the soil, a second blacksmith 
shall be provided, with such iron, steel, and other material as may be needed. 
  
ARTICLE 9. At any time after ten years from the making of this treaty, the United 
States shall have the privilege of withdrawing the physician, farmer, blacksmith, 
carpenter, engineer, and miller herein provided for, but in case of such withdrawal, 
an additional sum thereafter of ten thousand dollars per annum shall be devoted to 
the education of said Indians, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall, upon 
careful inquiry into their condition, make such rules and regulations for the 
expenditure of said sum as will best promote the educational and moral 
improvement of said tribes.  
  
ARTICLE 10. In lieu of all sums of money or other annuities provided to be paid to 
the Indians herein named, under any treaty or treaties heretofore made, the United 
States agrees to deliver at the agency-house on the reservation herein named, on 
or before the first day of August of each year, for thirty years, the following articles, 
to wit: 



 For each male person over fourteen years of age, a suit of good substantial woolen 
clothing, consisting of coat, pantaloons, flannel shirt, hat, and a pair of home-made 
socks.  
 For each female over twelve years of age, a flannel skirt, or the goods necessary to 
make it, a pair of woolen hose, twelve yards of calico, and twelve yards of cotton 
domestics. 
 For the boys and girls under the ages named, such flannel and cotton goods as 
may be needed to make each a suit as aforesaid, together with a pair of woolen 
hose for each. 
  
And in order that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may be able to estimate 
properly for the articles herein named, it shall be the duty of the agent each year to 
forward to him a full and exact census of the Indians, on which the estimate from 
year to year can be based.  
  
And in addition to the clothing herein named, the sum of ten dollars for each person 
entitled to the beneficial effects of this treaty shall be annually appropriated for a 
period of thirty years, while such persons roam and hunt, and twenty dollars for, 
each person who engages in farming, to be used by the Secretary of the Interior in 
the purchase of such articles as from time to time the condition and necessities of 
the Indians may indicate to be proper. And if within the thirty years, at any time, it 
shall appear that the amount of money needed for clothing under this article can be 
appropriated to better uses for the Indians named herein, Congress may, by law, 
change the appropriation to other purposes; but in no event shall the amount of 
this appropriation be withdrawn or discontinued for the period named. And the 
President shall annually detail an officer of the Army to be present and attest the 
delivery of all the goods herein named to the Indians, and he shall inspect and 
report on the quantity and quality of the goods and the manner of their delivery. 
And it is hereby expressly stipulated that each Indian over the age of four years, 
who shall have removed to and settled permanently upon said reservation and 
complied with the stipulations of this treaty, shall be entitled to receive from the 
United States, for the period of four years after he shall have settled upon said 
reservation, one pound of meat and one pound of flour per day, provided the 
Indians cannot furnish their own subsistence at an earlier date. And it is further 
stipulated that the United States will furnish and deliver to each lodge of Indians or 
family of persons legally incorporated with them, who shall remove to the 
reservation herein described and commence farming, one good American cow, and 
one good well-broken pair of American oxen within sixty days after such lodge or 
family shall have so settled upon said reservation.  
  
ARTICLE 11. In consideration of the advantages and benefits conferred by this 
treaty, and the many pledges of friendship by the United States, the tribes who are 
parties to this agreement hereby stipulate that they will relinquish all right to 
occupy permanently the territory outside their reservation as herein defined, but 
yet reserve the right to hunt on any lands north of North Platte, and on the 
Republican Fork of the Smoky Hill River, so long as the buffalo may range thereon 
in such numbers as to justify the chase. And they, the said Indians, further 
expressly agree:  



  
1st. That they will withdraw all opposition to the construction of the railroads now 
being built on the plains. 
2d. That they will permit the peaceful construction of any railroad not passing over 
their reservation as herein defined. 
3d. That they will not attack any persons at home, or travelling, nor molest or 
disturb any wagon-trains, coaches, mules, or cattle belonging to the people of the 
United States, or to persons friendly therewith. 
4th. They will never capture, or carry off from the settlements, white women or 
children. 
5th. They will never kill or scalp white men, nor attempt to do them harm. 
6th. They withdraw all pretence of opposition to the construction of the railroad now 
being built along the Platte River and westward to the Pacific Ocean, and they will 
not in future object to the construction of railroads, wagon-roads, mail-stations, or 
other works of utility or necessity, which may be ordered or permitted by the laws 
of the United States. But should such roads or other works be constructed on the 
lands of their reservation, the Government will pay the tribe whatever amount of 
damage may be assessed by three disinterested commissioners to be appointed by 
the President for that purpose, one of said commissioners to be a chief or 
head-man of the tribe. 
7th. They agree to withdraw all opposition to the military posts or roads now 
established south of the North Platte River, or that may be established, not in 
violation of treaties heretofore made or hereafter to be made with any of the Indian 
tribes. 
  
ARTICLE 12. No treaty for the cession of any portion or part of the reservation 
herein described which may be held in common shall be of any validity or force as 
against the said Indians, unless executed and signed by at least three-fourths of all 
the adult male Indians, occupying or interested in the same; and no cession by the 
tribe shall be understood or construed in such manner as to deprive, without his 
consent, any individual member of the tribe of his rights to any tract of land 
selected by him, as provided in article 6 of this treaty.  
  
ARTICLE 13. The United States hereby agrees to furnish annually to the Indians the 
physician, teachers, carpenter, miller, engineer, farmer, and blacksmiths as herein 
contemplated, and that such appropriations shall be made from time to time, on 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Interior, as will be sufficient to employ such 
persons. 
  
ARTICLE 14. it is agreed that the sum of five hundred dollars annually, for three 
years from date, shall be expended in presents to the ten persons of said tribe who 
in the judgment of the agent may grow the most valuable crops for the respective 
year.  
  
ARTICLE 15. The Indians herein named agree that when the agency-house or other 
buildings shall be constructed on the reservation named, they will regard said 
reservation their permanent home, and they will make no permanent settlement 
elsewhere; but they shall have the right, subject to the conditions and modifications 



of this treaty, to hunt, as stipulated in Article 11 hereof. 
  
ARTICLE 16. The United States hereby agrees and stipulates that the country north 
of the North Platte River and east of the summits of the Big Horn Mountains shall be 
held and considered to be unceded Indian territory, and also stipulates and agrees 
that no white person or persons shall be permitted to settle upon or occupy any 
portion of the same; or without the consent of the Indians first had and obtained, 
to pass through the same; and it is further agreed by the United States that within 
ninety days after the conclusion of peace with all the bands of the Sioux Nation, the 
military posts now established in the territory in this article named shall be 
abandoned, and that the road leading to them and by them to the settlements in 
the Territory of Montana shall be closed.  
  
ARTICLE 17. It is hereby expressly understood and agreed by and between the 
respective parties to this treaty that the execution of this treaty and its ratification 
by the United States Senate shall have the effect, and shall be construed as 
abrogating and annulling all treaties and agreements heretofore entered into 
between the respective parties hereto, so far as such treaties and agreements 
obligate the United States to furnish and provide money, clothing, or other articles 
of property to such Indians and bands of Indians as become parties to this treaty, 
but no further.  
  
In testimony of all which, we, the said commissioners, and we, the chiefs and 
headmen of the Brulé' band of the Sioux nation, have hereunto set our hands and 
seals at Fort Laramie, Dakota Territory, this twenty-ninth day of April, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight.  
  
N. G. Taylor, [SEAL] 
W. T. Sherman, [SEAL] 
Lieutenant-General.  
Wm. S. Harney, [SEAL] 
Brevet Major-General U. S. Army.  
John B. Sanborn, [SEAL] 
S. F. Tappan, [SEAL] 
C. C. Augur, [SEAL] 
Brevet Major-General.  
Alfred H. Terry, [SEAL] 
Brevet Major-General U. S. Army. 
  
Attest: 
  
A. S. H. White, Secretary.  
  
Executed on the part of the Brulé band of Sioux by the chiefs and headmen whose 
names are hereto annexed, they being thereunto duly authorized, at Fort Laramie, 
D. T., the twenty-ninth day of April, in the year A. D. 1868.  
  
Ma-za-pon-kaska, his x mark, Iron Shell. [SEAL] 



Wah-pat-shah, his x mark, Red Leaf. [SEAL] 
Hah-sah-pah, his x mark, Black Horn. [SEAL] 
Zin-tah-gah-lat-skah, his x mark, Spotted Tail. [SEAL] 
Zin-tah-skah, his x mark, White Tail. [SEAL] 
Me-wah-tah-ne-ho-skah, his x mark, Tall Mandas. [SEAL] 
She-cha-chat-kah, his x mark, Bad Left Hand. [SEAL] 
No-mah-no-pah, his x mark, Two and Two. [SEAL] 
Tah-tonka-skah, his x mark, White Bull. [SEAL] 
Con-ra-washta, his x mark, Pretty Coon. [SEAL] 
Ha-cah-cah-she-chah, his x mark, Bad Elk. [SEAL] 
Wa-ha-ka-zah-ish-tah, his x mark, Eye Lance. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-ha-ke-tah, his x mark, Bear that looks behind. [SEAL] 
Bella-tonka-tonka, his x mark, Big Partisan. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-ho-honka, his x mark, Swift Bear. [SEAL] 
To-wis-ne, his x mark, Cold Place. [SEAL] 
Ish-tah-skah, his x mark, White Eyes. [SEAL] 
Ma-ta-loo-zah, his x mark, Fast Bear. [SEAL] 
As-hah-kah-nah-zhe, his x mark, Standing Elk. [SEAL] 
Can-te-te-ki-ya, his x mark, The Brave Heart. [SEAL] 
Shunka-shaton, his x mark, Day Hawk. [SEAL] 
Tatanka-wakon, his Sacred Bull. [SEAL] 
Mapia shaton, his x mark, Hawk Cloud. [SEAL] 
Ma-sba-a-ow, his x mark, Stands and Comes. [SEAL] 
Shon-ka-ton-ka, his x mark, Big Dog. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Ashton S. H. White, secretary of commission.  
George B. Withs, phonographer to commission.  
Geo. H. Holtzman.  
John D. Howlana.  
James C. O'Connor.  
Chas. E. Guern, interpreter.  
Leon F. Pallardy, interpreter.  
Nicholas Janis, interpreter.  
  
Executed on the part of the Ogallalah band of Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized, at Fort 
Laramie, the twenty-fifth day of May, in the year A. D. 1868.  
  
Tah-shun-ka-co-qui-pah, his x mark, Man-afraid-of-his-horses. [SEAL] 
Sha-ton-skah, his x mark, White Hawk. [SEAL] 
Sha-ton-sapah, his x mark, Black Hawk. [SEAL] 
E-ga-mon-ton-ka-sapah, his x mark, Black Tiger. [SEAL] 
Oh-wah-she-cha, his x mark, Bad Wound. [SEAL] 
Pah-gee, his x mark, Grass. [SEAL] 
Wah-non-reh-che-geh, his x mark, Ghost Heart. [SEAL] 
Con-reeh, his x mark, Crow. [SEAL] 



Oh-he-te-kah, his x mark,The Brave. [SEAL] 
Tah-ton-kah-he-yo-ta-kah, his x mark, Sitting Bull. [SEAL] 
Shon-ka-oh-wah-mon-ye, his x mark, Whirlwind Dog. [SEAL] 
Ha-hah-kah-tah-mieeh, his x mark, Poor Elk. [SEAL] 
Wam-bu-lee-wah-kon, his x mark, Medicine Eagle. [SEAL] 
Chon-gah-ma-he-to-hans-ka, his x mark, High Wolf. [SEAL] 
Wah-se-chun-ta-sbun-kah, his x mark, American Horse. [SEAL] 
Mah-hah-mah-ha-mak-near, his x mark, Man that walks under the ground. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-tow-pah, his x mark, Four Bears. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-wee-sha-kta, his x mark, One that kills the bear. [SEAL] 
Oh-tah-kee-toka-wee-chakta, his x mark, One that kills in a hard place. [SEAL] 
Tah-ton-kah-ta-mieeh, his x mark, The poor Bull. [SEAL] 
Oh-huns-ee-ga-non-sken, his x mark, Mad Shade. [SEAL] 
Shah-ton-oh-nah-om-minne-ne-oh-minne, his x mark, Whirl ing Hawk. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-ehun-ka-oh, his x mark, Bear's Back. [SEAL] 
Che-ton-wee-koh, his x mark, Fool Hawk. [SEAL] 
Wah-hoh-ke-za-ah-hah, his x mark, One that has the lance. [SEAL] 
Shon-gah-manni-toh-tan-ka-seh, his x mark, Big Wolf Foot. [SEAL] 
Eh-ton-kah, his x mark,Big Mouth. [SEAL] 
Ma-pah-che-tah, his x mark, Bad Hand. [SEAL] 
Wah-ke-yun-shah, his x mark, Red Thunder. [SEAL] 
Wak-sah, his x mark, One that Cuts Off. [SEAL] 
Cham-nom-qui-yah, his x mark, One that Presents the Pipe. [SEAL] 
Wah-ke-ke-yan-puh-tah, his x mark, Fire Thunder. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-nonk-pah-ze, his x mark, Bear with Yellow Ears. [SEAL] 
Con-ree-teh-ka, his x mark, The Little Crow. [SEAL] 
He-hup-pah-toh, his x mark, The Blue War Club. [SEAL] 
Shon-kee-toh, his x mark, The Blue Horse. [SEAL] 
Wam-Balla-oh-con-quo, his x mark, Quick Eagle. [SEAL] 
Ta-tonka-suppa, his x mark, Black Bull. [SEAL] 
Moh-to-ha-she-na, his x mark, The Bear Hide. [SEAL] 
  
Attest:  
  
S. E. Ward.  
Jas. C. O'Connor.  
J. M. Sherwood.  
W. C. Slicer.  
Sam Deon.  
H. M. Matthews.  
Joseph Bissonette, interpreter.  
Nicholas Janis, interpreter.  
Lefroy Jott, interpreter.  
Antoine Janis, interpreter. 
  
Executed on the part of the Minneconjou band of Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized.  
At Fort Laramie, D. T., May 26, 68, 13 names.  



  
Heh-won-ge-chat, his x mark, One Horn. [SEAL] 
Oh-pon-ah-tah-e-manne, his x mark, The Elk that bellows Walking. [SEAL]  
At Fort Laramie, D. T., May 25, 68, 2 names. 
Heh-ho-lah-reh-cha-skah, his x mark, Young White Bull, [SEAL] 
Wah chah chum kah coh kee-pah, his x mark, One that is afraid of Shield. [SEAL] 
He-hon-ne-shakta, his x mark, The Old Owl. [SEAL] 
Moc-pe-a-toh, his x mark, Blue Cloud. [SEAL] 
Oh-pong-ge-le-skah, his x mark Spotted Elk. [SEAL] 
Tah-tonk-ka-hon-ke-schne, his x mark, Slow Bull. [SEAL] 
Shonk-a-nee-shah-shah-a-tah-pe, his x mark, The Dog Chief. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-tah-ta-tonk-ka, his x mark, Bull Bear. [SEAL] 
Wom-beh-le-ton-kah, his x mark, The Big Eagle. [SEAL] 
Ma-toh-eh-schne-lah, his x mark, The Lone Bear. [SEAL] 
Mah-toh-ke-su-yah, his x mark, The One who Remembers the Bear. [SEAL] 
Ma-toh-oh-he-to-keh, his x mark, The Brave Bear. [SEAL] 
Eh-che-ma-heh, his x mark, The Runner. [SEAL] 
Ti-ki-ya, his x mark, The Hard. He-ma-za, his x mark, Iron Horn. [SEAL] 
  
Attest:  
  
Jas. C. O'Connor.  
Wm. H. Brown.  
Nicholas Janis, interpreter.  
Antoine Janis, interpreter. 
  
Executed on the part of the Yanctonais band of Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized.  
  
Mah-to-non-pah, his x mark, Two Bears. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-hna-skin-ya, his x mark, Mad Bear. [SEAL] 
He-o-pu-za, his x mark, Louzy. [SEAL] 
Ah-ke-che-tah-che-ca-dan, his x mark, Little Soldier. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-e-tan-chan, his x mark, Chief Bear. [SEAL] 
Cu-wi-h-win, his x mark, Rotten Stomach. [SEAL] 
Skun-ka-we-tko, his x mark, Fool Dog. [SEAL] 
Ish-ta-sap-pah, his x mark, Black Eye. [SEAL] 
Ih-tan-chan, his x mark, The Chief. [SEAL] 
I-a-wi-ca-ka, his x mark, The one who Tells the Truth. [SEAL] 
Ah-ke-che-tah, his x mark, The Soldier. [SEAL] 
Ta-shi-na-gi, his x mark, Yellow Robe. [SEAL] 
Nah-pe-ton-ka, his x mark, Big Hand. [SEAL] 
Chan-tee-we-kto, his x mark, Fool Heart. [SEAL] 
Hoh-gan-sah-pa, his x mark, Black Catfish. [SEAL] 
Mah-to-wah-kan, his x mark, Medicine Bear. [SEAL] 
Shun-ka-kan-sha, his x mark, Red Horse. [SEAL] 
Wan-rode, his x mark, The Eagle. [SEAL] 
Can-hpi-sa-pa, his x mark, Black Tomahawk. [SEAL] 



War-he-le-re, his x mark, Yellow Eagle. [SEAL] 
Cha-ton-che-ca, his x mark, Small Hawk, or Long Fare. [SEAL] 
Shu-ger-mon-e-too-ha-ska, his x mark, Tall Wolf. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-u-tah-kah, his x mark, Sitting Bear. [SEAL] 
Hi-ha-cah-ge-na-skene, his x mark, Mad Elk. [SEAL] 
Arapahoes: 
Little Chief, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Tall Bear, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Top Man, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Neva, his x mark. [SEAL] 
The Wounded Bear, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Thirlwind, his x mark The Fox, his x mark. [SEAL] 
The Dog Big Mouth, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Spotted Wolf, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Sorrel Horse, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Black Coal, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Big Wolf, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Knock-knee, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Black Crow, his x mark. [SEAL] 
The Lone Old Man, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Paul, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Black Bull, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Big Track, his x mark. [SEAL] 
The Foot, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Black White, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Yellow Hair, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Little Shield, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Black Bear, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Wolf Mocassin, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Big Robe, his x mark. [SEAL] 
Wolf Chief, his x mark. [SEAL] 
  
Witnesses: 
  
Robt. P. McKibbin, captain, Fourth Infantry, brevet lieutenant-colonel, U. S. Army, 
commanding Fort Laramie.  
Wm. H. Powell, brevet major, captain, Fourth Infantry.  
Henry W. Patterson, captain, Fourth Infantry.  
Theo. E. True, second lieutenant, Fourth Infantry.  
W. G. Bullock.  
Chas. E. Guern, special Indian interpreter for the peace commission.  
Fort Laramie, Wg. T., Nov. 6, 1868  
  
Makh-pi-ah-lu-tah, his x mark, Red Cloud. [SEAL] 
Wa-ki-ah-we-cha-shah, his x mark, Thunder Man. [SEAL] 
Ma-zah-zah-geh, his x mark, Iron Cane. [SEAL] 
Wa-umble-why-wa-ka-tuyah, his x mark, High Eagle. [SEAL] 
Ko-ke-pah, his x mark, Man Afraid. [SEAL] 



Wa-ki-ah-wa-kou-ah, his x mark, Thunder Flying Running. [SEAL] 
  
Witnesses:  
  
W. McE. Dye, brevet colonel, U. S. Army, commanding.  
A. B. Cain, captain, Fourth Infantry, brevet major, U. S. Army.  
Robt. P. McKibbin, captain, Fourth Infantry, brevet lieutenant-colonel, U. S. Army.  
Jno. Miller, captain, Fourth Infantry.  
G. L. Luhn, first lieutenant, Fourth Infantry, brevet captain, U. S. Army.  
H. C. Sloan, second lieutenant, Fourth Infantry.  
Whittingham Cox, first lieutenant, Fourth Infantry.  
A. W. Vogdes, first lieutenant, Fourth Infantry.  
Butler D. Price, second lieutenant, Fourth Infantry.  
HEADQRS., FORT LARAMIE, Novr. 6, 68.  
  
Executed by the above on this date. 
All of the Indians are Ogallalahs excepting Thunder Man and Thunder Flying 
Running, who are Brulés. 
Wm. McE. Dye,  
Major Fourth Infantry, and Brevet-Colonel  
U. S. Army, Commanding.  
  
Attest:  
  
Jas. C. O'Connor.  
Nicholas Janis, interpreter.  
Franc. La Framboise, interpreter 
P. J. De Smet, S.J., Missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, B. D., missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Uncpapa bandof the Sioux, by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto and duly authorized. 
  
Co-dam-i-ya, his x mark, The Man that Goes in the Middle. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-ca-wa-weksa, his x mark, Bear Rib. [SEAL] 
Ta-to-ka-in-yan-ke, his x mark, Running Antelope. [SEAL] 
Kan-gi-wa-ki-ta, his x mark, Looking Crow. [SEAL] 
A-ki-ci-ta-han-ska, his x mark, Long Soldier. [SEAL] 
Wa-ku-te-ma-ni, his x mark, The One who Shoots Walking. [SEAL] 
Un-kca-ki-ka, his x mark, The Magpie. [SEAL] 
Kan-gi-o-ta, his x mark, Plenty Crow. [SEAL] 
Ha-ma-za, his x mark, Iron Horn. [SEAL] 
Shun-ka-i-na-pin, his x mark, Wolf Necklace. [SEAL] 
I-we-hi-yu, his x mark, The Man who Bleeds from the Mouth. [SEAL] 
He-ha-ka-pa, his x mark, Elk Head. [SEAL] 
I-zu-za, his x mark, Grind Stone. [SEAL] 
Shun-ka-wi-tko, his x mark, Fool Dog. [SEAL] 
Ma-kpi-ya-po, his x mark, Blue Cloud. [SEAL] 



Wa-mni-pi-lu-ta, his x mark, Red Eagle. [SEAL] 
Ma-to-can-te, his x mark, Bear's Heart. [SEAL] 
A-ki-ci-ta-i-tan-can, his x mark, Chief Soldier. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Jas. C. O'Connor. 
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Frambois[e], interpreter. 
P. J. DeSmet, S.J., missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Blackfeet band of the Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized. 
  
Can-te-pe-ta, his x mark, Fire Heart. [SEAL] 
Wan-mdi-kte, his x mark, The One who Kills Eagle. [SEAL] 
Sho-ta, his x mark, Smoke. [SEAL] 
Wan-mdi-ma-ni, his x mark, Walking Eagle. [SEAL] 
Wa-shi-cun-ya-ta-pi, his x mark, Chief White Man. [SEAL] 
Kan-gi-i-yo-tan-ke, his x mark, Sitting Crow. [SEAL] 
Pe-ji, his x mark, The Grass. [SEAL] 
Kda-ma-ni, his x mark, The One that Rattles as he Walks. [SEAL] 
Wah-han-ka-sa-pa, his x mark, Black Shield. [SEAL] 
Can-te-non-pa, his x mark, Two Hearts. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Jas. C. O'Connor. 
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Framboise, interpreter. 
P. J. DeSmet, S.J., missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Cutheads band of the Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized. 
  
To-ka-in-yan-ka, his x mark, The One who Goes Ahead Running. [SEAL] 
Ta-tan-ka-wa-kin-yan, his x mark, Thunder Bull. [SEAL] 
Sin-to-min-sa-pa, his x mark, All over Black. [SEAL] 
Can-i-ca, his x mark, The One who Took the Stick. [SEAL] 
Pa-tan-ka, his x mark, Big Head. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Jas. C. O'Connor. 
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Frambois[e], interpreter. 



P. J. DeSmet, S.J., missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Two Kettle band of the Sioux by the chiefs and 
headmen whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly 
authorized. 
  
Ma-wa-tan-ni-han-ska, his x mark, Long Mandan. [SEAL] 
Can-kpe-du-ta, his x mark, Red War Club. [SEAL] 
Can-ka-ga, his x mark, The Log. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Jas. C. O'Connor. 
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Framboise, interpreter. 
P. J. DeSmet, S.J., missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Sans Arch band of the Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized. 
  
He-na-pin-wa-ni-ca, his x mark, The One that has Neither Horn. [SEAL] 
Wa-inlu-pi-lu-ta, his x mark, Red Plume. [SEAL] 
Ci-tan-gi, his x mark, Yellow Hawk. [SEAL] 
He-na-pin-wa-ni-ca, is x mark, No Horn. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  
Jas. C. O'Connor. 
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Frambois[e], interpreter. 
P. J. DeSmet, S.J., missionary among the Indians. 
Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
  
Executed on the part of the Santee band of the Sioux by the chiefs and headmen 
whose names are hereto subscribed, they being thereunto duly authorized. 
  
Wa-pah-shaw, his x mark, Red Ensig. [SEAL] 
Wah-koo-tay, his x mark, Shooter. [SEAL] 
Hoo-sha-sha, his x mark, Red Legs. [SEAL] 
O-wan-cha-du-ta, his x mark, Scarlet all over. [SEAL] 
Wau-mace-tan-ka, his mark x, Big Eagle. [SEAL] 
Cho-tan-ka-e-na-pe, his x mark, Flute-player. [SEAL] 
Ta-shun-ke-mo-za, his x mark, His Iron Dog. [SEAL] 
  
Attest: 
  



Saml. D. Hinman, missionary. 
J. N. Chickering,  
Second Lieutenant, Twenty-second Infantry, brevet captain, U.S. Army. 
P. J. DeSmet, S.J.  
Nicholas Janis,interpreter. 
Franc. La Framboise, interpreter. 
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And so we have now discovered yet a third category of documented and 
scientifically accepted harmful effects of radiation and that is mental retardation in 
children who were irradiated while still in the womb. . .  
  
When we extract uranium from the ground, we dig up the rock, we crush it and we 
leave behind this finely pulverized material -- it's like flour. In Canada we have 200 
million tons of this radioactive waste, called uranium tailings. As Marie Curie 
observed, 85 percent of the radioactivity in the ore remains behind in that crushed 
rock. How long will it be there? . . . . Well, it turns out that the effective half-life of 
this radioactivity is 80,000 years. That means in 80,000 years there will be half as 
much radioactivity in these tailings as there is today.  
  
You know, that dwarfs the entire prehistory of the Salzburg region which goes way 
back to ancient, ancient times. Even archaeological remains date back no further 
than 80,000 years. We don't have any records of human existence going back that 
far. That's the half-life of this material.  
And as these tailings are left on the surface of the earth, they are blown by the 
wind, they are washed by the rain into the water systems, and they inevitably 
spread. Once the mining companies close down, who is going to look after this 
material forever? How does anyone, in fact, guard 200 million tons of radioactive 
sand safely forever, and keep it out of the environment?  
  
In addition, as the tailings are sitting there on the surface, they are continually 
generating radon gas. Radon is about eight times heavier than air, so it stays close 
to the ground. It'll travel 1,000 miles in just a few days in a light breeze. And as it 
drifts along, it deposits on the vegetation below the radon daughters, which are the 
radioactive byproducts that I told you about, including polonium. So that you 
actually get radon daughters in animals, fish and plants thousands of miles away 
from where the uranium mining is done. It's a mechanism for pumping radioactivity 
into the environment for millennia to come, and this is one of the hidden dangers.  
  
All uranium ends up as either nuclear weapons or highly radioactive waste from 
nuclear reactors. That's the destiny of all the uranium that's mined. And in the 
process of mining the uranium we liberate these naturally occurring radioactive 
substances, which are among the most harmful materials known to science.  
  
Dr. Gordon Edwards 
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Uranium  
What do we know about uranium? Well, uranium is the heaviest naturally occurring 
element on earth. It is a metal, like all other metals, except that it had no 
commercial value before the mid-twentieth century. Until the last fifty years it was 
produced only as a byproduct. Thus the entire history of the mining of uranium has 
taken place during my lifetime. Moreover, a great deal of it has occurred in my 
homeland, Canada, which was the first country to produce and process uranium as 
such.  
  
The first uranium processed by Canada was used to produce nuclear explosives for 
the atomic bombs dropped at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. Indeed, the 
beginning of the nuclear weapons program marked the beginning of the uranium 
industry. By 1956, uranium had become the fourth most important export from 
Canada, after pulp, lumber and wheat; and every ounce of it was used to produce 
A-bombs and H-bombs for the American -- and, to a lesser extent, the British -- 
nuclear weapons programs. It was the only use uranium had at that time.  
Today, Canada remains the world's largest producer and exporter of uranium, 
ostensibly for peaceful purposes; that is, as fuel for civilian nuclear reactors. 
Canada is also one of the very few countries in the world in which uranium mining 
is currently expanding. In the province of Saskatchewan, there are environmental 
assessment hearings going on now, this year, having to do with the potential 
opening of five new uranium mines. This, despite the fact that the price of uranium 
is lower today than it has ever been. The price has been falling steadily for more 



than fifteen years, and is now at an all-time low.  
  
I hope that those attending this conference will write to the Prime Minister of 
Canada (c/o House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A 0A6) and to the 
Premier of Saskatchewan (c/o Saskatchewan Legislature, Regina, Saskatchewan, 
Canada) asking them not to continue the expansion of this industry. Why? Because 
uranium is the deadliest metal on earth. As you will see, the scientific evidence fully 
bears out this conclusion. I would now like to explain why.  
Both the commercial value and the dangers of uranium are based on two 
extra-ordinary characteristics which it possesses. First of all, uranium is radioactive. 
Secondly, uranium is fissionable. These are two quite different properties, however, 
and they should not be confused.  
  
Radioactivity  
The phenomenon of radioactivity was accidentally discovered in 1896 when Henri 
Becquerel put a rock in a drawer. The rock contained uranium, and the drawer 
contained a photographic plate, which was well-wrapped and shielded from the 
light. Some weeks later, when Becquerel unwrapped and developed the plate, he 
found rays of light on the photograph emanating exactly from the point of contact 
where the rock had been resting on it. Being a scientist, he was astounded. He 
could think of no possible way in which an inert rock could spontaneously be 
releasing energy -- especially such a penetrating form of energy. Moreover, the 
energy release had taken place in total darkness, in the absence of any external 
stimulation -- there was no chemical reaction, no exposure to sunlight, nor 
anything else. Becquerel had discovered radioactivity.  
  
Marie Curie decided to pursue the mystery further. She got some uranium ore from 
the Erz mountains, not very far from here. She chemically separated the uranium 
from the rest of the crushed rock (she had to crush the rock and dissolve it in acid 
to get the uranium out, which is what we still do today in mining uranium) and she 
found that even after the uranium had been removed, the crushed rock remained 
very radioactive -- much more so than the uranium itself. Here was a mystery 
indeed. Why is it that eighty-five percent of the radioactivity stays behind in the 
crushed rock?  
  
Starting with many tons of rock, Madame Curie proceeded to separate out all the 
chemical elements she knew. It was painstaking work. Finally she was left with a 
small beaker of concentrated, highly radioactive liquid. By evaporating the water, 
she felt sure she would discover whatever was causing this intense radioactivity. 
But when the liquid was evaporated, the beaker was, apparently, completely 
empty. She was deeply disappointed. She couldn't fathom what had gone wrong. 
But when she returned to the laboratory late at night, she found the beaker glowing 
brightly in the dark, and she realized that it wasn't empty after all. In this way, 
Marie Curie discovered two new elements: radium and polonium. We now know 
these are inevitable byproducts of uranium.  
  
By 1906, all the basic facts of radioactivity were known, except for the central 
mystery as to "why"; this we do not understand. Indeed, science doesn't really 



understand why anything is the way it is. All science can do is describe how things 
behave. Science tells us, for example, that all material things are made up of tiny 
atoms. The atoms found in most substances are remarkably stable, but in the case 
of radioactive materials, the atoms are unstable.  
Consider the water in this glass. It is made up of stable atoms. Pure water is made 
up of hydrogen and oxygen atoms, and these atoms are, as far as science can 
determine, eternal and unchangeable. The very same atoms of hydrogen and 
oxygen that are in this glass of water were around, in some other combinations, in 
the days of the dinosaurs.  
  
But radioactive substances have unstable atoms which can and will explode 
microscopically, and when they do, they give off a burst of energy. This process is 
called "radioactive disintegration" or "radioactive decay". When radioactive atoms 
explode, they give off highly energetic charged particles of two types: alpha and 
beta. These are particles, they're not invisible rays. They are like pieces of shrapnel 
from an explosion. And this microscopic shrapnel does great damage because of the 
high energy of the particles which are given off.  
  
Decay Products  
When a radioactive atom explodes, that atom is changed permanently into a new 
substance. And radium turns out to be one of the results of exploding uranium 
atoms. So wherever you find uranium on the earth, you will always find radium with 
it because it is one of about a dozen so-called "decay products" of uranium.  
  
To be more precise, when uranium disintegrates it turns into a substance called 
protactinium, which is also radioactive. And when that disintegrates it turns into a 
substance named thorium, which is likewise radioactive. When thorium 
disintegrates it turns into radium; when radium disintegrates it turns into radon 
gas. And when radon gas atoms disintegrate, they turn into what are called the 
"radon daughters", or "radon progeny", of which there are about half a dozen 
radioactive materials, including polonium.  
  
Finally, in this progression, you end up with a stable substance, which in itself is 
highly toxic: lead. But because the radioactivity of the other materials is so much 
more dangerous than this toxic heavy metal, people don't even talk about the lead 
at the end of the chain. They think that once all the radioactivity is gone, what's left 
is perfectly safe. It isn't -- but the lead that remains is just a whole lot less 
dangerous than the radioactive materials that produced it.  
  
So all the radioactive decay products of uranium remain in the crushed rock when 
uranium is separated from the ore. That's why Marie Curie found most of the 
radioactivity left behind in the residues, including all the radium and all the 
polonium.  
  
Radium  
Well, how did the story of uranium progress? Because uranium was less radioactive 
than its daughter products, it was not valued commercially. But radium was. And 
radium began to be used principally for two purposes. One was to burn cancerous 



growths. I should tell you that both Henri Becquerel and Marie Curie suffered 
grievous burns which were very difficult to heal and which left permanent scars just 
as a result of handling radium. Other scientists got the idea that if they embedded a 
needle containing radium inside a cancerous tumor, it would burn the cancer -- and 
indeed it did. That was the beginning of cancer therapy using radiation, wherein the 
harmful effects of atomic radiation are directed against cancerous cells instead of 
healthy cells. Of course, atomic radiation does similar damage to healthy cells.  
  
Now, the other main use for radium was as a luminous paint, because of the 
glow-in-the-dark phenomenon that Marie Curie had observed. Believe it or not, the 
price of uranium in the 1920s was $100,000 a gram -- and this is using dollars of 
the twenties! It was a very expensive commodity, but only very little was needed 
for any given purpose. Some of it was used to make luminous paint, with which 
they would paint dials so they could be read even in the dark.  
  
Now the young women who painted these things began to get sick. This was first 
reported by an American dentist called Blum, who said that he had some very 
young women -- 19 years old, 18 years old, 20 years old -- coming into his 
dentistry office. Their teeth were falling out, their gums were badly infected and 
bleeding profusely, they were anemic, their bones were soft, and in some cases 
their jawbones had spontaneously fractured. Some of them died of severe anemia.  
The only thing these women had in common was that they worked in a radium dial 
painting factory in New Jersey. Blum called this phenomenon "radium jaw". A few 
years later, the women who had recovered from these symptoms started 
developing problems in the rest of their skeleton. They suffered weakening of the 
bone, spontaneous fractures of the hip and of other bones, and growths -- tumors, 
some of which were cancerous -- in the bones themselves. Now, bone cancer is 
such an exceedingly rare disease, that there was little doubt that this cancer was 
caused by exposure to radium.  
  
It was discovered that simply by wetting the tip of the brush in order to get a nice 
clean figure on the dials, these women were ingesting minute quantities of radium. 
And that was sufficient to cause all these symptoms. When autopsies were 
performed on the corpses of these women, doctors discovered that in their entire 
skeleton there were only a few micrograms of radium. This quantity was so small, 
that no conventional chemical analysis could detect it. Nevertheless, this tiny 
amount of radium had distributed itself so thoroughly through their skeleton, that 
you could take a picture of any one of their bones just by laying it on a 
photographic plate in a dark room, It is called an auto-radiograph -- that is, an 
x-ray picture with no x-ray machine.  
  
So this was our first introduction to the harmful effects of even minute quantities of 
such substances. By the way, many of the women who survived this phase of the 
assault later on developed cancers of the head -- cancer of the sinuses, cancer of 
the soft palate, and other types of head cancers. We now know how these were 
caused. Remember, radium is radioactive -- even inside the body. As I told you 
earlier, when radium atoms disintegrate, they turn into radon gas. So radon gas 
was being produced inside the bodies of these women. In fact, one test for radium 



contamination is to check a person's exhaled breath and see if it has radon gas in 
it; if it does, that person must have radium in his or her body. In the case of the 
radium dial painters, the radon gas was being produced in the bones, dissolved in 
the blood, and pumped by the heart up to the head where it collected in the sinus 
and other cavities. And there it was irradiating the delicate living tissues and 
causing head cancers.  
  
Radon  
Now, it so happens that for hundreds of years, going back to the 15th century, 
there had been reports that miners working in the Erz mountains had been dying at 
a tremendous rate from some unknown lung diseases. We're talking here about 75 
percent mortality in some cases. It wasn't until the late 19th century that the 
principal disease was diagnosed and found to be lung cancer. At that time, lung 
cancer was virtually unknown among the surrounding population; yet these miners 
were experiencing in some cases up to 50 percent lung cancer mortality. The other 
lung ailments were not lung cancer, but other types of debilitating lung damage.  
  
By the 1930s it had been established that this epidemic of lung cancer and other 
lung diseases was caused by breathing radioactive materials in the atmosphere of 
the mine. In animal experiments, radon gas was identified as the main killer.  
  
Uranium finally acquired commercial value in 1942, when we discovered that we 
could make atomic bombs with it. Only then did we start mining uranium for itself 
and not as a byproduct of something else. A few years earlier, in 1938, it was 
discovered that uranium is not only radioactive, it is also fissionable, which makes it 
unique among all naturally occurring radioactive materials. When uranium atoms 
undergo the fission process, large amounts of energy are released. Unlike the 
process of radioactive decay, which cannot be turned on and off, nuclear fission can 
be controlled. The energy release caused by fission can be speeded up, slowed 
down, started or stopped. It can be used to destroy cities in the form of nuclear 
weapons, or to boil water inside a nuclear reactor.  
  
Suddenly, uranium was in demand. We sent miners into the mines in North America 
at a permissible level of radiation exposure which was comparable to the levels that 
those miners in the Erz mountains had been getting back in the 19th century. And 
of course, the results were entirely predictable: an epidemic of lung cancer and 
other lung diseases. One has to ask therefore: Why were these consequences not 
predicted and prevented?  
  
Radon Daughters  
The answer is, in part, that the scientists refused to believe that such a small 
amount of radon gas could cause such a huge increase in cancer. As it turns out, 
the scientists were wrong. One of the basic things they overlooked, is that if you 
take a sample of radon gas -- right now, if I filled a tube with radon gas in front of 
your eyes, and measured the radiation in that tube -- within three hours, the level 
of radioactivity would increase by a factor of about five. Why?  
As the radon atoms disintegrate, they produce other radioactive substances. And 
so, in fact, you have a multiplication of new radioactive materials which weren't 



there to begin with. This is one of the things the scientists overlooked. So that 
when the miners go into a mine where the radon has been collecting for several 
hours, it's five times as radioactive as radon in the laboratory. And those other 
substances -- the radon daughters -- are extremely dangerous. The worst of the 
radon daughters, by the way, is a substance called polonium -- the same polonium 
that Marie Curie discovered so many years ago. Recent scientific evidence shows 
that polonium is, in many circumstances, at least as toxic as plutonium, and in 
some cases more toxic.  
  
Nuclear Fission  
Now, what is that property that made uranium commercially valuable? It's called 
fissionability. More precisely, uranium is called a "fissile" material. Let me explain 
what that means.  
  
Yes, uranium atoms are radioactive, and so they will disintegrate if you just leave 
them alone; but what happens if you poke them? What happens if you bombard 
uranium atoms with tiny particles called neutrons? It turns out that in that case, 
you can force a much more violent disintegration of the atom, which is called 
fission. When fission occurs, the uranium atom doesn't just disintegrate, it actually 
breaks apart into two or three large chunks. In the process it gives off some extra 
neutrons, and it also gives off about 400 times as much energy as is produced by a 
radioactive disintegration event.  
  
Now, the fact that fission is triggered by a neutron makes it quite different from 
normal radioactivity. Radioactivity is not triggered, and therefore science does not 
know how to control it. We have no mechanism for speeding up, slowing down, 
starting or stopping radioactivity. That's why radioactive wastes are such a 
problem. But with fission, we can start it, stop it, and control it, just by maintaining 
control over the extra neutrons that are produced at each stage. Starting with just 
one neutron, we can split one uranium atom, and the extra neutrons can go on to 
split two more uranium atoms, giving even more neutrons which can then split four 
atoms, which can then split eight atoms, and so on. In this way, forty quintillion 
uranium atoms can be split with only sixty generations of splittings, all triggered by 
a single neutron. [A quintillion is a billion billion, or a million million million.] This 
whole "chain reaction", as it is called, takes place in less than a thousandth of a 
second. That is really what constitutes the atomic bomb.  
  
Fission Products  
You may now realize that all of the radioactive materials which escape from an 
atomic bomb when it explodes, are basically the broken bits of uranium atoms. 
These are new radioactive materials, called "fission products", which are created by 
the splitting of uranium atoms. There are hundreds of them. They all have different 
names, and different chemical and biologically properties. Most of them did not 
exist in nature before the advent of nuclear technology.  
  
You see, uranium travels in many disguises. In every sample of uranium ore, one 
finds radium -- but radium is, in a certain sense, just a transformation of uranium. 
Speaking loosely, one could say that it is a disguised form of uranium. It is just one 



of the many elements in the chain of decay. Similarly with polonium. Similarly with 
radon gas. These are all just different manifestations of uranium, so to speak, 
resulting from radioactive decay.  
  
And similarly with the fallout from atomic bombs; all those radioactive materials 
which are released by nuclear explosions -- such as iodine-131, strontium-90, 
cesium-137, krypton-85, and all the rest -- they are all broken bits of uranium 
atoms. They are additional disguises for uranium, resulting from nuclear fission.  
  
The radioactive poisons that were released from the Chernobyl reactor are also 
broken bits of uranium atoms. Incidentally, 80 percent of the total radiation dose 
delivered by the Chernobyl accident worldwide was caused by the escape of just a 
couple of kilograms of radioactive materials from the damaged nuclear plant. It 
doesn't take much.... To this day, the sheep in Wales are unsuitable for human 
consumption because of contamination by one particular by-product of the 
Chernobyl accident called cesium-137. But every atom of cesium-137 from 
Chernobyl started out as an atom of uranium.  
  
These radioactive materials, which are called fission products -- the ones in the 
bomb fallout and which in nuclear reactors -- should not be confused with the other 
radioactive materials I told you about earlier, which are the decay products of 
uranium. The decay products of uranium are due to radioactive disintegration. They 
are about two dozen in number, and they occur in nature because uranium does. 
When you talk about fission products, however, you are dealing with completely 
different substances. They are created only inside nuclear weapons or nuclear 
reactors. They are the leftover pieces of uranium atoms which have been violently 
broken apart by the fission process. There are over 300 of them altogether, when 
you consider that -- being radioactive -- each of the fission products also has its 
own decay products!  
  
Health Effects of Radioactive Materials  
And so this one material, uranium, is responsible for introducing into the human 
environment a tremendously large range of radioactive materials which are all very 
inimical to biological organisms. These are not invisible rays, they are materials. 
They get into our water, our food, and the air we breathe. They're exactly like other 
materials except for the fact that they're radioactive.  
  
Take, for instance, radioactive iodine. It behaves just like ordinary iodine, which is 
not radioactive. Why is there iodine in our table salt? Well, it's one of the few 
examples of preventative medicine we have. The iodine, when it's eaten in the table 
salt, goes to the thyroid gland, and there it helps to prevent a disease of the 
thyroid gland called "goiter". Radioactive iodine does exactly the same thing. If a 
child or an adult gets radioactive iodine in the diet, the radioactive iodine goes to 
the thyroid too, and it also helps to prevent goiter. But while it's there, the atoms 
explode, and the shrapnel rips through the cells of the body, and in the process 
breaks thousands of chemical bonds randomly.  
  
It's like throwing a grenade into a computer. The probability of getting an 



improvement in a computer by throwing a grenade into it is very small, and 
similarly with radiation events and human cells. Now, the cells that die are really no 
problem, as long as not too many of them die. They can be replaced. The ones that 
are particularly dangerous are the ones that survive. Those damaged cells can 
develop into cancers. You can also have damage to germ cells -- eggs and sperm -- 
leading to genetically damaged children, grandchildren, or great-grandchildren.  
  
As Alice Stewart mentioned in her talk, there are two categories of human illness 
that everyone agrees can be caused by exposure to atomic radiation even at very 
low levels. They are (1) cancers of all kinds, and also (2) genetic mutations -- 
which can be caused right down to the lowest levels of radiation exposure. Most 
scientists believe that these harmful effects are linearly related to the dose, so that 
if the dose is doubled, the number of cancers and genetic defects will also be 
doubled, and if the dose is cut in half, only half as many cancers and genetic 
defects will be seen. It is important to realize that if a damaging dose is spread out 
among a very large population, so that each individual receives only a very small 
portion of the total dose, the number of cancers and genetic defects is in no way 
diminished. Thus, in the case of radioactive pollution, dilution is no solution at all.  
  
However, there is one other effect of radiation at low levels which wasn't mentioned 
in the previous talk, and I would like to just mention it here. It has now been 
confirmed by the scientific community -- only in recent years, by the way -- that 
mental retardation is caused by radiation exposure in the womb. This type of 
biological damage also seems to be linear, that is, proportional to dose, right down 
to the lowest levels of exposure. There doesn't seem to be any cut-off point. And so 
we have now discovered yet a third category of documented and scientifically 
accepted harmful effects of radiation and that is mental retardation in children who 
were irradiated while still in the womb.  
  
Uranium Tailings  
Now, if I could just wrap up, I have to tell you something extremely important. The 
title of my talk was "Known facts and hidden dangers". I've told you a bit about the 
known facts. Now for at least one of the hidden dangers.  
When we extract uranium from the ground, we dig up the rock, we crush it and we 
leave behind this finely pulverized material -- it's like flour. In Canada we have 200 
million tons of this radioactive waste, called uranium tailings. As Marie Curie 
observed, 85 percent of the radioactivity in the ore remains behind in that crushed 
rock. How long will it be there? Well, it turns out that the effective half-life of this 
radioactivity is 80,000 years. That means in 80,000 years there will be half as much 
radioactivity in these tailings as there is today.  
  
You know, that dwarfs the entire prehistory of the Salzburg region which goes way 
back to ancient, ancient times. Even archaeological remains date back no further 
than 80,000 years. We don't have any records of human existence going back that 
far. That's the half-life of this material.  
  
And as these tailings are left on the surface of the earth, they are blown by the 
wind, they are washed by the rain into the water systems, and they inevitably 



spread. Once the mining companies close down, who is going to look after this 
material forever? How does anyone, in fact, guard 200 million tons of radioactive 
sand safely forever, and keep it out of the environment?  
  
In addition, as the tailings are sitting there on the surface, they are continually 
generating radon gas. Radon is about eight times heavier than air, so it stays close 
to the ground. It'll travel 1,000 miles in just a few days in a light breeze. And as it 
drifts along, it deposits on the vegetation below the radon daughters, which are the 
radioactive byproducts that I told you about, including polonium. So that you 
actually get radon daughters in animals, fish and plants thousands of miles away 
from where the uranium mining is done. It's a mechanism for pumping radioactivity 
into the environment for millennia to come, and this is one of the hidden dangers.  
  
Conclusion  
All uranium ends up as either nuclear weapons or highly radioactive waste from 
nuclear reactors. That's the destiny of all the uranium that's mined. And in the 
process of mining the uranium we liberate these naturally occurring radioactive 
substances, which are among the most harmful materials known to science. Couple 
this with the thought that nuclear technology never was a solution to any human 
problem. Nuclear weapons do not bring about a sane world, and nuclear power is 
not a viable answer to our energy problems. We don't even need it for electricity. 
All you need for conventional electricity generation is to spin a wheel, and there's 
many ways of doing it: water power, wind power, geothermal power, etc. In 
addition, there are other methods for producing electricity directly: solar 
photovoltaics, fuel cells, and so on. What we have here, in the case of nuclear 
power, from the very beginning, is a technology in search of an application.  
  
So, I think that we as a human community have to come to grips with this problem 
and say to ourselves and to others that enough is enough. We do not want to 
permanently increase our radiation levels on this planet. We have enough problems 
already.  
  
Thank you.  
  
Gordon Edwards, Ph.D.,  
mathematician -- consultant -- activist and president  
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility  
c.p. 236, Station Snowdon, Montreal QC, H3X 3T4 Canada  
internet: http://www.ccnr.org/ e-mail: ccnr@web.net  
phone/fax: (514) 489 5118  
 







 

 

News from the Great Plains 
 
Posted: June 04, 2007 by: David Melmer / Indian Country Today 
 
Black Hills uranium exploration to continue  
 
RAPID CITY, S.D. - A South Dakota judge has denied a request for a temporary 
restraining order against a Canadian company that is drilling test holes in known uranium 
fields in the southern Black Hills.  
 
An appeal hearing will be held June 4.  
 
The company, Powertech, began drilling test holes before a hearing could be held, but 
attorneys for the company said it was within the company's right to begin drilling.  
 
Cindy Gillis, lead counsel for the Defenders of the Black Hills, said that ''Powertech has 
jumped over the judicial process by drilling the test wells.''  
 
The concern for the opposition is that all the test holes will be drilled before the hearing.  
 
The company has permits to drill 155 more holes to a depth of 500 to 600 feet. That 
number would add to the already 4,000 uncapped holes previously drilled.  
 
The plans are to use the in situ recovery process, in which a solution is injected into the 
holes to dissolve the uranium, which is dissolved and then brought to the surface.  
 
Defenders of the Black Hills is concerned not just over the sacredness of the Black Hills, 
but is concerned for the aquifers that lie underneath the drilling area and for surface 
contamination.  
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South Dakota civil rights disturbing  
 

Posted: April 05, 2000 by: Dan Anderson / Indian Country Today  
 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. - A federal commission on civil rights said it hopes that its 15 recommendations 
are at least a good start in fixing racial strife in South Dakota and northern Nebraska. 

 
In its report, entitled Native Americans in South Dakota: An Erosion of Confidence in the Justice 
System, developed from a meeting Dec. 6, 1999, in Rapid City, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 
outlined a wide array of problems from different sources. The federal commission, along with its South 
Dakota advisory committee, held a press conference at the Sioux Falls Convention Center March 28 to 
discuss its findings, many of which members admitted were disturbing. 
 
“We have heard from panels of government officials, then we heard from Native Americans, and the 
problems they've had,” said Cruz Reynoso, a University of California at Los Angeles law professor 
and vice chairman for the commission. “The racial divide,” he said, “is extreme.  The stories were 
more intense, more different in South Dakota than in Los Angeles or New York,” said Reynoso. “(I've) 
not been in an area where the divide (between American Indians and whites) seems to be as great. 
Suspicion has been more intense here than I have seen in Los Angeles, New York, or Miami.”  
   
The overall theme of the report: There is a great divide, not only between the races, but also how the 
races perceive conditions in the state. The expressed feelings of hopelessness and helplessness in 
Indian country cannot be overemphasized. There is a long-standing and pervasive belief among many 
Native Americans that racial discrimination permeates all aspects of life in South Dakota and that 
prejudice and bigotry play out on many levels, including the workplace, schools, business, and public 
accommodations, the report says. Despair is not too strong a word to characterize the emotional 
feelings of many Native Americans who believe they live in a hostile environment.  
 
Among the concerns in the report are that:  
 
Many Native Americans in South Dakota have little or no confidence in the criminal justice system 
and believe that the administration of justice at the Federal and State levels is permeated by racism;  
 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation in Indian Country confronts significant problems resulting from 
lack of confidence by Native Americans in this agency, born of years of conflict, controversy, and 
bitter emotional confrontation;  
 
At the State level, there is also a long history of distrust and a widespread perception that state and 
local law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and the courts have not treated Native Americans in an 
equitable manner;  
 
There is an absence of civil rights organizations and civilian oversight mechanisms to address 
grievances involving police conduct and other criminal justice discrimination;  
 
Federal and state civil rights oversight in South Dakota is limited. There are no federal civil rights 
agencies in the state, and discrimination issues requiring federal attention most often must be handled 
by regional offices out of state or in Washington, D.C.;  
 
Because of the much broader federal jurisdiction applicable to crimes committed by Native Americans 
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in Indian country, disparate sentencing  “with more severe punishment for Native Americans” may 
result;  
 
Data collection and reporting systems in the criminal justice system are insufficient to provide an 
adequate basis for determining the extent of discrimination;  
 
Native Americans are underrepresented in the employment of all institutions involved in the 
administration of justice, at the federal, state, and local levels;  
 
Tribal court systems and tribal law enforcement agencies receive insufficient training, technical 
assistance, and funding from the federal government;  
 
Jurisdictional issues involving the administration of justice for Native Americans in South Dakota are 
often complex, confusing, and misunderstood;  
 
Native Americans do not fully participate in local, state, and federal elections. This absence from the 
electoral process results in a lack of political representation at all levels of government and helps to 
ensure the continued neglect and inattention to issues of disparity and inequality;  
 
The town of White Clay, Nebraska, has become a symbol of oppression and exploitation for many 
Native Americans. Because so many criminal justice problems involve alcohol, many American Indian 
leaders believe that White Clay represents a threat to the well-being of their people. In addition, there 
are few, if any, detoxification centers or other alcohol treatment facilities available in this region;  
 
There appears to be limited legal resources available for Native Americans in South Dakota. The key 
to solving these concerns, said the commission, is communication.  
 
Of the 15 recommendations, among the perhaps most important are ways to open up dialogue between 
local, state, and federal officials and both the Indian and white populations of South Dakota and 
Nebraska.  
 
Mary Frances Berry, chairwoman of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, said many of the 
recommendations are designed to get people talking to one another.  
 
Recommendations include the U.S. Attorney General's office create a federal task force to focus on the 
crisis of law enforcement toward American Indians. The report also recommends that a joint state task 
force, with member appointed by South Dakota and Nebraska's governors, play a part as well. 
 
The commitment for change must be secured from appropriate political leadership in Washington, 
D.C., and much more importantly, in South Dakota. This will not occur without a recognition that a 
crisis exists and that Native Americans have lost confidence in our justice system, the report says.  
 
Federal and state officials must reach out to the many alienated American Indians whose people have 
borne the brunt of governmental neglect, indifference, and sometimes hostile treatment over many 
generations.  
 
In the report, the commission recommends:  
 
The U.S. Attorney General be called to immediately appoint a Federal Task Force, conferring upon it 
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the full force of the law (including subpoena power) to address the crisis of law enforcement affecting 
Native Americans, both on and off Indian reservations. Its focus should be on equal protection of the 
laws and civil rights protections;  
 
The FBI and other Department of Justice divisions that serve Native Americans should expand their 
efforts to recruit Native Americans at all levels of employment, including law enforcement and 
management positions;  
 
The departments of Justice and Interior should expand their efforts to provide funding, training, and 
technical assistance to tribal courts and tribal law enforcement;  
 
(Renewal of) its 1981 recommendation calling for the U.S. Department of Justice to reconstitute an 
Indian section within the Civil Rights Division. It is imperative that there be a component within the 
Civil Rights Division;  
 
Hate crimes prevention legislation needs to be enacted at the state level and strengthened at the federal 
level to respond to egregious crimes involving racial bigotry;  
 
Research should be conducted to determine whether there is bias in the operation of the Federal and 
State court systems, and all other significant components of the federal and state law enforcement and 
prosecution functions;  
 
Data collection procedures should be improved at all levels of the criminal justice system to ensure an 
adequate basis for determining equity, fairness, and consistency in the application of the law;  
 
Racial tensions in South Dakota are high and require the careful attention of federal civil rights 
officials. The Community Relations Service of the Department of Justice is uniquely equipped to assist 
communities in resolving these problems, and in promoting racial dialogue, mediation, conciliation, 
and conflict resolution. The commission should request that the Department of Justice immediately 
assign a professional, experienced mediator from the Community Relations Service to provide these 
services full time to communities in South Dakota;  
 
Tribal and Native American organizations should expand voter registration and educational efforts, and 
promote Native American candidates for elective office in South Dakota;  
 
The state of South Dakota must initiate steps to build cooperation with its Native American citizens. 
Meaningful and constructive dialogue must be established to accomplish this objective;  
 
The State of South Dakota should expand the authority and resources of its Human Rights Commission 
to include more educational, enforcement, and mediation services;  
 
The State of South Dakota should establish a statewide public defender program with adequate staffing 
and funding resources;  
 
Tribal governments should consider establishing civil rights offices to assist their constituents in 
seeking redress for discrimination problems. These offices could serve as referral agencies for 
complaints and as clearinghouses for information on discrimination;  
 
Alcohol treatment facilities, rehabilitation programs, and detoxification centers need to be established 
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and expanded in South Dakota. Federal, state, tribal, and local governments should work together to 
expand these programs - and encourages the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to revisit discrimination 
issues affecting Native Americans.  
 
These conclusions were reached in studies conducted at least 20 years ago. The issues deserve 
reexamination, especially in light of the extensive and disturbing testimony received by the Advisory 
Committee at its December 1999 forum.  
 
Berry said she herself has talked to U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno and FBI Director Louis Freeh 
about the report. She said that she was planning to meet with South Dakota Governor Bill Janklow 
within the week to discuss the report and things that can be done to improve relations between South 
Dakota and its Indian population. She could not speculate on how the meeting would go. 
 
“Even in this state, I had people say to me, “Why (talk to the governor)? The governor isn't going to do 
anything.” There is a widespread belief that the governor won't do anything. I don't know if it's true or 
not. It's the perception,” Berry said. 
 
Other than recommend actions, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights really can't do much else. It has 
no expressed enforcement powers. It is designed to uncover problems and recommend a course of 
action to alleviate those problems. However, Berry said, federal officials are mandated to follow the 
recommendations. More than 20 years ago, the same federal commission, of which she was vice 
chairwoman, made similar recommendations, few if of which any were carried out. She said that this 
time it will be different.  
 
“Very often recommendations aren't done because they say there is no resources. I am determined that 
this time something will be done. If we have to do it ourselves, then we have to do it ourselves,” Berry 
said.  
 
“We're already actively pursuing the recommendations we have here. The hope is at this time the 
report will illicit a response. That response,”  Berry said, “will hopefully come not only from the local, 
state and federal agencies, but of the citizenry of South Dakota.”  She said that personally, she hopes 
the white people in South Dakota try to educate other whites in this state, to take it up as a great cause, 
as a great crusade.  “We will do what we can. (But) on the ground the work must be done.”  Berry 
herself couldn't guarantee change in Indian country, but only to help implement change.  
 
“I have a personal conviction in trying to respond to the recommendations. Whatever happens on the 
ground depends on the people on the ground. It depends on how the people of South Dakota respond.  
My conviction is not that something will change. I can't make that promise,” Reynoso said, adding 
there should be more communication from the FBI on the status of continuing investigations. 
Emphasizing the need for quick and appropriate response by the FBI, he also criticized the FBI for not 
conducting investigations to the extent its abilities. 
 
“Regrettably there is still a sense that the FBI (has had) slow response to investigating the deaths. If 
early on in the investigations, had they put in the effort, perhaps a resolution would have been more 
timely,” he said. Reynoso also criticized the state and communities of South Dakota for not doing as 
much as they could to bring civil rights to light. “There are few organizations in this state that have as a 
concern the civil rights of the people of the state,”  Reynoso said. “It is the responsibility of the 
citizens and government to get together on their own to try to reach a sense of community,”  he said. 
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At a very community citizenship level, a lot more needs to be done, Reynoso said. “These are difficult 
problems that take time to resolve. It depends on how we as a society respond to the needs. It takes a 
lot of work and dedication to society and with the Indian nation itself. I don't think we can afford as a 
society, and look at this in five to 10 years from now to see (the same) battles in Indian country. Nor 
can we afford in five to 10 years to have no improvement.”  
 
Elsie Meeks, a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and the first American Indian to serve on the 
commission, agreed with the need for communication. “There is no forum for Native Americans in 
South Dakota to really let their views be heard. People needed to be heard.”  
 
She said she agrees with the recommendation for a federal task force. There really is very little 
information about how Native Americans are treated in the justice system. “I think our purpose in 
doing this was to shed light (on the issue). I cannot express enough the importance of this commission. 
By preparing for battle rather than finding common ground we divide ourselves much further,” Meeks 
said.  “The report itself is a good start. sheds some light on some issues. (It) should compel the 
effected agencies with help from the media,” she said. “There's always going to be injustices and we're 
not going (to be able) to fix all of them. But it's a big step in the right direction.”  
 
Some feel injustices are continuing despite words and recommendations from the commission. Alfred 
Bone Shirt and several others made the trek from the Rosebud Reservation to bring to light what they 
feel is the real issue: Ethnic cleansing.  
 
At the end of the press conference, they held up a banner signed by President Clinton, stating, ‘Stop 
Lakota Ethnic Cleansing.’ “Clinton signed this, so this is in his mind. Maybe he wants to make 
amends,” Bone Shirt said. “It was in his mind. The president of the United States of America is fully 
aware that ethnic cleansing fully exists.”  
 
Bone Shirt said, “Gov. Janklow is a guilty party in the ethnic cleansing of the Lakota people. 
Somewhere down the road he should be tried for war crimes. It's been a coverup. He's a lawyer, a 
member of society. I think the whole judicial system in South Dakota does what he says. He's a known 
Indian hater.  It (ethnic cleansing) exists here. In Roberts County, in Walworth County, in Rapid City, 
in White Clay, Neb. If these were white people, they would have pulled out all the stops. The U.S. 
would be in an uproar over so many deaths. In my mind it's ethnic cleansing because they go 
white-washing it. It's all a racial issue,” said Bone Shirt. 
  
“The good people of America and the people of the conscience in the world, they need to ensure that 
investigators, not the FBI - people are afraid of the FBI - what we need is private investigators. We 
need lawyers,” he said. 



 

 

Racism: South Dakota style  
 
Posted: September 19, 2003 by: David Melmer / Indian Country Today  
 
PIERRE, S.D. - South Dakota has taken on the image of the Mississippi of the North, a racist title for 
an allegedly racist state.  
 
Mississippi made changes in its image, if not its character. But as South Dakota tries, it continues to 
prevent change that could bring the state into a cultural and economic boom.  
 
The most recent publicly-exposed debacle is the judicial system as it relates to the American Indian 
population. The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights issued a scathing report against the state only to 
have then-Governor Bill Janklow reject it vehemently. He ordered a new study from the University of 
South Dakota.  
 
The new study showed the same results as that of the Commission.  
 
Janklow referred to the Commission report as "garbage" because it was based on anecdotal evidence 
obtained at a hearing in Rapid City in 1999 and through other means. He said he wanted facts and the 
report showed him no facts. He said it was all based on perception.  
 
Professor Richard Braunstein of the University of South Dakota conducted the research for the state's 
report. Even though the state's report corroborates what anecdotal information suggested, criticism of 
the Braunstein report is that he did not spend any time meeting with groups of people on reservations 
and didn't really address racial profiling. Analysis was completed based on data from various sources. 
The two reports agreed - the disparity between the non-Indian and American Indians in the state's 
judicial system is large.  
 
"This independent study affirms what we have said. We must move ahead and act to assure equality for 
all South Dakotans, that's how I feel now," said Mary Ann Bear Heels McCowan, a Lakota rights 
advocate for First Voices in South Dakota.  She recalled a comment from a book - a comment that 
American Indians were invisible. She added that "we are not invisible now. Now we are vocal, we are 
seeing results, not rapid, but in education and other areas some good things happen."  
 
In Pierre, S.D. the police department made a requirement of all traffic tickets to document why people 
were stopped. In the past, the reason why people were stopped was not indicated on tickets. Now a 
Pierre police officer has to mark on the ticket why the stop was made. A step forward, Pierre American 
Indian leaders claim. A simple thing such as a dangling object in a vehicle's front window can 
precipitate a stop. Then other people in the vehicle, that happen to be American Indian, have to 
undergo an outstanding warrant check. It doesn't happen in the non-Indian community that way, 
advocates say.  
 
Authorities in the state have downplayed the role that racial profiling plays in traffic stops. There are 
counties and cities like Pierre, where more attention is being paid to careful traffic stops. But American 
Indian advocates assert that it is still a practice. "This is a valuable scientific report sponsored by the 
opposition proving people were right all along," said Jennifer Ring of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of the Dakotas.  
 
Ring was critical of the report which did not look at the conduct of police officers. Another problem 



 

 

with the Braunstein Report she mentioned was the fact that actual traffic tickets were not reviewed. 
She claims that American Indians are stopped for speeding for between one and five miles over the 
speed limit, while non-Indians get by driving five to 10 miles over the limit.  "There is a desire in the 
state to ignore what is apparent to every Native American. You don't have to be an activist to know 
this," Ring said.  
 
Racial profiling is not the only criticism placed on the state judicial system. Incarceration, judicial 
action, plea bargains instead of trials, fewer bond releases and longer sentences are the majority of 
issues where disparity is found. "American Indians were over represented in the South Dakota criminal 
justice data set and whites were underrepresented. American Indians make up 8.3 percent of the state's 
population and 16.7 percent of the criminal justice data set," the Braunstein Report stated.  
 
Braunstein said that it was problematic to compare the public-at-large and the American Indian 
representation in that group because of socio-economic and jurisdictional realities.  
 
Another problem with the Braunstein report, critics argue, was that it could not determine bias or any 
other behavior on the part of the authorities or defendants based on the database used.  
 
The State-Tribal Relations committee of the South Dakota Legislature has taken up the issue of 
sentencing guidelines and racial profiling. It has been a daunting task, however, to get an anti-racial 
profiling bill introduced in the legislature. Sentencing is a crucial element of judicial disparity in the 
state. The Braunstein Report stated that American Indians served more of their sentences than did 
non-Indians. In fact it was expected that American Indians would serve some 74 percent of their 
sentence, compared to 70 percent for the non-Indians.  
 
And a fact known to most people in the judicial system is that American Indians face a trial less often 
than non-Indians. That, according to tribal advocates and leaders is due to the fact that American 
Indians have less money to hire an attorney, do not see their peers in jury boxes and are more inclined 
to plea bargain. Some say that it is because of intimidation or having inadequate counsel. Those 
accusations cannot be proven by data from courts or law enforcement records.  
 
"I am interested in the judicial breakdown by district and judge. We'll find some good and bad judges 
and some good and bad prosecutors," Ring said. In order for juries to be populated by American 
Indians there is a need for voter registration. Ring said it was the most important thing, not just for 
voting, but to get more American Indians into the jury pools. "I hope they will see the need to do 
something. There are many good white people there," Ring said.  
 
The data collection is not complete. There will be more research and another report from Braunstein 
and the University. What critics recommend is to form focus groups of American Indians and 
non-Indians and put their ideas into a report and confirm more anecdotal information.  
 
The State-Tribal Relations committee will meet at the end of September to address the issue of racial 
profiling and sentencing guidelines. There are three American Indian legislators on the committee. 
Even though the committee has taken up the issues before it cannot hold hearings and introduce 
legislation, it is an interim committee. 










